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THAILAND — TRADE LINKS 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural) [10.21 pm]: I rise to make a brief good-news member’s statement, but I 
find that a very hard act to follow. I am sure the statement by Hon Jacqui Boydell will be of most interest to 
Sarah Kenny, the state president of the Country Women’s Association, when she hears that Hon Jacqui Boydell 
told the house that not a single woman in the Liberal–National coalition in Canberra deserved a spot in front of 
former Senator Barnaby Joyce, now Barnaby Joyce, MHR, or Peter Dutton. I find that quite absurd. I think it is 
an outrageous state of affairs to have one woman—described by Ita Buttrose, Australian of the Year, as the token 
woman—in the cabinet. I do not see how that is defensible at all. I will make sure that Sarah Kenny gets a copy 
of the statement just uttered in the house by Hon Jacqui Boydell. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon DARREN WEST: I also want to commend Hon Col Holt on his contribution. That is a fantastic outcome 
today. I am also from Goomalling and that is a terrific bit of work that Hon Col Holt has been involved in and 
helped to bring about. I wish that more members would make such a positive contribution rather than the 
contributions we heard straight afterwards. 

I also want to touch on Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich’s comments before I get to the main body of my statement. It is a 
dark day—I have talked about this during my entire political career, which, as members know, is not long—
because we have always been in danger of losing our AAA credit rating and today we lost it. It is the first time 
since 1991 that we have lost it. Members opposite do not understand the implications of this, I am sure. It is not 
just the difference between a AA battery and a AAA battery, which is rather insignificant; this is much, much 
bigger than that. Standard and Poor’s have downgraded us; Moody’s have put us on a negative outlook, having 
been on watch for a long time; and there is more to come. We told the government so. It cannot go around 
running the state’s finances like this and expect there to be no consequences. I think the minister should go along 
to the rally tomorrow. Maybe he will not be a minister tomorrow, but if he is, I think he should be at the rally. I 
want to speak tonight about some very good news. 

Hon Simon O’Brien: Are you going to be there? No, you’re not! 

Hon DARREN WEST: I will be here. I will be quite happy to be paired with the minister and we can go 
together. I am quite happy to do that, Hon Simon O’Brien. It would be my pleasure. In fact, I will take my car to 
make sure that the minister gets there safe and sound. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon DARREN WEST: I am happy to go. I am happy to be paired. 

I have some really good and important news today. On Sunday week, 29 September, a delegation of Western 
Australian cattle producers and industry people will join a delegation of Queensland cattle producers and 
industry people on a tour hosted by His Excellency Mr Maris Sangiampongsa, Thai Ambassador to Australia, for 
a week in Thailand investigating live cattle trade opportunities between the two countries. As members may 
know, we were the first country that Thailand signed a free-trade agreement with and Thailand was the fourth 
country that we signed a free-trade agreement with. This tour will be hosted by the ambassador and his staff. 
There will be briefings from the Thailand Board of Investment regarding investment opportunities in Thailand 
and government — 

Hon Paul Brown interjected. 

Hon DARREN WEST: I thought Hon Paul Brown would think this is good news, as he has had a bit to say at 
times about the live trade. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members!  

Hon DARREN WEST: There will be briefings by the Department of Business Development and the Ministry of 
Commerce regarding the setting up of foreign businesses in Thailand; briefings by the Association of South-East 
Asian Nations and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade regarding Thailand and the ASEAN Economic 
Community; and briefings by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and the Ministry of Commerce 
regarding the benefits of the AEC and the Thailand–Australia Free Trade Agreement. We will have a courtesy 
call from the Thai Minister for Agriculture and Cooperatives. There will be a meeting with officials from the 
Department of Livestock. There will be an address to the delegation by Mr Maris Sangiampongsa, Thai 
Ambassador to Australia. There will be an open discussion with the Federation of Thai Industries as it relates to 
livestock and agriculture grains businesses in Thailand. There will also be visits to a beef processing plant and an 
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abattoir, which are already Exporter Supply Chain Assurance System compliant. There will also be visits to 
grains and pulses processing facilities, a second abattoir and a board meeting between board members of the 
Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the Australian business delegation regarding doing business 
in Thailand. And I think other things are planned. 

The point is that this all came about as a result of His Excellency the Thai Ambassador’s visit to Western 
Australia and the opportunity that I had to spend a day with him when we went out to a feedlot and discussed the 
possibilities. So, something has come of that, I am pleased to advise the house. It may well be that in years to 
come there will be a substantial live cattle trade to Thailand, which is interested in taking the cattle that 
Indonesia currently takes. Thailand is far savvier about the community’s animal welfare requirements, I believe. 
It is the biggest exporter of beef in Asia, predominantly into China, and it is also the biggest exporter of rice in 
Asia. So it has feedstock, it has feedlot capacity and it has processing facilities, and I think it is a very, very 
positive outlook ahead should this trade go on. When the delegation returns—I will not be a member as I have a 
prior engagement—I look forward to the second stage of this process to see what comes out of it and I will report 
back to the house in due course. 
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